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   “This is an outrageous miscarriage of justice and one more example of how the Iranian regime
is a gross violator of human rights and religious freedoms,” said Leonard Leo, U.S.
Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) chair
. “The prosecutions and sentences are, pure and simple, politically and religiously motivated
acts, and the Commission calls for the unconditional release of these seven individuals.”
   
   The Iran Sanctions Act, signed into law by President Obama roughly a month ago, for the first
time imposes sanctions on Iran because it continues to engage in serious, systematic, and
ongoing violations of human rights, including suppression of freedom of expression and
religious freedom. USCIRF urges the Obama Administration to immediately implement
sanctions on human rights and religious freedom violators included in the Iran Sanctions Act
and urge our European and other allies to do the same.  
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